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E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, UK 

SUBJECT: VOLUNTEER ORGANIZATIONS AND THE PUBLIC ORDER 

1. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED - MIDSUMMER MUSING ABOUT THE 
POSSIBILITIES OF BRITAIN'S ECONOMY AND SOCIETY COLLAPSING 
OR A MILITARY COUP, AND ABOUT THE ACTIVITIES OF RIGHT WING 
GROUPS PREPARING FOR SUCH CONTINGENCIES INTENSIFIED 
AUGUST 22 WHEN THE GUARDIAN AND DAILY EXPRESS REVEALED 
THE EXISTENCE AND PLANS OF AN ORGANIZATION KNOWN AS 
"GREAT BRITAIN 75” (GB75). DESCRIBED BY DAILY EXPRESS 
JOURNALIST CHAPMAN PINCHER, AN. ACCOMPLISHED PURVEYOR OF 
THE SENSATIONAL, AS A "POWERFUL, NEW, ANTI-CHAOS ORGANI- 
ZATION" AND BY THE GUARDIAN AS "A VOLUNTEER ORGANIZATION 
TO TAKE OVER FACTORIES, POWER STATIONS AND ESSENTIAL 
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PORTS TRIGGERED A WAVE OF PRESS COMMENTARY AND PROVIDED 
NEW GRIST FOR THE POLITICAL MILL WHICH IS WARMING UP FOR 
THE ANTICIPATED GENERAL ELECTION. 

2. GB75 IS LED BY COLONEL DAVID STIRLING AND REPORTEDLY 
HAS NO CONNECTION WITH "UNISON", A SIMILAR MOVEMENT 
HEADED BY RETIRED GENERAL SIR WALTER WALKER. THE SER- 
VICES OF GB75 WOULD REPORTEDLY BE AVAILABLE TO WHATEVER 
GOVERNMENT MIGHT BE IN POWER DURING A PERIOD OF SERIOUS 
CIVIL DISORDER. IT IS ALLEGEDLY COMPOSED OF ENGINEERS, 
TECHNICIANS AND OTHERS HAVING THE SPECIAL SKILLS NEEDED 
TO PROVIDE ESSENTIAL SERVICES. STIRLING, WHO FOUNDED AND 
SERVED IN THE SPECIAL AIR SERVICE IN WORLD WAR II, HAS A 
REPUTATION FOR INVOLVEMENT IN RIGHTIST CAUSES. INCLUDING 
RECRUITMENT FOR AFRICAN REGIMES. ALTHOUGH HE CLAIMS 
GB75 IS NON-POLITICAL AND OPPOSES EXTREMISTS OF BOTH 

THE LEFT AND RIGHT, PRESS REPORTS OF ITS DOCUMENTS REVEAL 
HOSTILITY TOWARD TRADE UNIONISM AND INCLUDE ALLEGATIONS 
THAT SOME LABOR MPS ARE IN COLLUSION WITH TRADE UNION 
EXTREMISTS. (A SMALL, LEFT-WING PACIFIST PUBLICATION, 

"PEACE NEWS”, HAS PRINTED GB75 DOCUMENTS WHICH DESCRIBE 
MORE FULLY ITS ORGANIZATION AND PURPOSES. A COPY OF THE 
"PEACE NEWS" PAMPHLET WILL BE POUCHED.) STIRLING HAS NOT 
IDENTIFIED HIS FINANCIAL BACKERS, BUT THE AUGUST 23 
GUARDIAN REPORTS THAT GEOFFREY EDWARDS, A RETIRED 
MILLIONAIRE ARMS DEALER, ADMITTED BACKING GB75, BUT 
DENIES HAVING YET MADE ANY FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION TO IT. 

3. THE LABOR PARTY APPEARS TO BE TRYING TO GET SOME 
POLITICAL MILEAGE FROM THE EXISTENCE OF GB75 AND SIMILAR 
GROUPS. MINISTER OF DEFENSE ROY MASON, IN A SCATHING 
AND OVERTLY POLITICAL STATEMENT ISSUED AUGUST 22 BY THE 
LABOR PARTY, CHARGED THAT WALKER AND STIRLING WERE FRUS- 
TRATED CONSERVATIVES ENGAGING IN A FASCIST-LIKE ATTEMPT 
TO SUBVERT BRITISH DEMOCRACY, AND THAT THEIR ACTIVITIES 
WERE THE RESULT OF "THE COMPLETE AND ABYSMAL FAILURE OF 
THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY AND ITS LEADERSHIP." HE ALSO 
QUESTIONED WHETHER CONSERVATIVE LEADER HEATH'S FAILURE TO 
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SPEAK OUT COULD BE INTERPRETED AS APPROVAL OF SUCH 
ORGANIZATIONS. MASON'S BLAST WAS PRECEDED BY A STATEMENT 
FROM LABOR PARTY GENERAL SECRETARY RON HAYWARD WHICH 
LASHED OUT AT THESE ORGANIZATIONS AND CLAIMED THAT THE 
LABOR PARTY IS THE "BULWARK AND SHIELD.. .AGAINST TOTALI- 
TARIANISM." THUS FAR THE CONSERVATIVES HAVE NOT ADDRESSED 
THE ISSUE BUT THEY WILL UNDOUBTEDLY HAVE TO TAKE A 
POSITION. END UNCLASSIFIED 

4. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. COMMENT: THROUGHOUT THE 
SUMMER THERE HAS BEEN CONSIDERABLE SPECULATION ABOUT THE 
POSSIBLE COLLAPSE OF BRITISH SOCIETY AS A CONSEQUENCE OF 
RAMPANT INFLATION AND ATTENDANT PROBLEMS. CONSIDERABLE 
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GB75 AND "UNISON", AND THE SPECTRE OF A MILITARY COUP HAS 
BEEN RAISED. MOST OBSERVERS AGREE THAT THESE GROUPS ARE 
MANIFESTATIONS OF PROFOUND CONCERN AMONG SOME SEGMENTS OF 
THE MIDDLE CLASS OVER THE CURRENT STATE OF AFFAIRS, PAR- 
TICULARLY TRADE UNION INFLUENCE AND THE POTENTIALLY 
RUINOUS INFLATION, AND THE GOVERNMENT'S APPARENT INABILI- 
TY TO IMPROVE THE SITUATION. HOWEVER, WE SEE NO EVIDENCE 
TO SUGGEST THAT GROUPS SUCH AS GB75 AND "UNISON" COMMAND 
ANY MASS APPEAL OR THAT THEY MAY BE RECEIVING ENCOURAGE- 
MENT FROM THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY. WHILE IT IS NOW ALMOST 
UNAVOIDABLE THAT PRIVATE ACTION GROUPS WILL BE HOTLY DE- 
BATED IN A GENERAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN, THE POLITICAL VALUE 
OF THIS ISSUE IS QUESTIONABLE. FINALLY, DESPITE ACUTE 
ECONOMIC PROBLEMS AND PERSISTENT CLASS DIVISIONS, THE 
SOCIAL FABRIC OF BRITAIN IS, BY ANY OBJECTIVE STANDARD, 

FAR FROM UNRAVELLING. END LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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